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Indian farmers was seasonal, as
they would travel to Myanmar
only during the prime rice season.
In the intervening periods, they
either went back to India or found
small employment in Myanmar
itself. While most Indians followed
an annual system of cyclical
employment and returned home
once a year, many of them worked
for three years in one go. Three-
year contracts eventually became
more and more common.”® After
anti-Indian riots and discrimination
in the 1960s and a concerted
effort by the government to drive

| Indians out of the country, the

Telugu population had plummeted
tojust 50,000 by 1966.°

Customs: Telugu influence is
most widely seen in Myanmar’s
largest city, Yangon, where they
have built a large, seven-story
building to house the Telugu
Association and a library. All
Telugu people in the country have
two names, a Burmese name and
their Telugu name. Their Burmese
name helps them integrate

Population
in Myarimar:
147,000 (2024)

Location:
Yangon Region, )
Mandalay Region 5
Language Family:
Dravidian

Main Religion:

Hinduism (88.0%)
Christians:

11,760 (8.0%)

OVERVIEW

Population:

147,000 in Myanmar
(2024 Asia Harvest)
140,000 (2017 J. Leclerc)
159,759 (1931 census)

Other Countries:
93.9 million in India
1,230,000 in USA

Identity: Telugu is not the name better into society, although they
of a specific ethnic group butis a still face discrimination at both
are the fourth largest Indian regional language spoken asthe ~ governmental and societal levels.
language group in Myanmar. first language by approximately Religion: Almost nine out of ten
Their exact location is uncertain 150 different people groups in Telugu people in Myanmar are
apart from those known to live in India and around the world, and Hindus, and several temples

the two largest cities Yangon and as a second language by another in Yangon were built by Telugu
Mandalay. Almost 100 million 580 groups.” Telugu people, devotees. Despite most Telugu in

Location: With an estimated

485,000 in United Arab Emirates
451,000 in Saudi Arabia
126,000 in Malaysia*

Other Names: Andhra, Gentoo,
Tailangi, Telangire, Telegu, Telgi,
Telinga, Teloogoo, Telungu,
Tengu, Tenungu, Terangi,
Tolangan, Trilinga

147,000 people, the Telugu

Telugu people live throughoutthe  despite having lived in Myanmar  Myanmar being proud Hindus, a $°°a‘i°'; .
world, with 93 million concentrated - for many generations, have few or  significant number (approximately J:fg;'la;ﬁfg"mn
in the Telugu homeland of Andhra  no political rights or citizenship. 11,000 people) are Christians, )
Pradesh and Telangana in east-  Some have moved backto Indiaif  while several thousand Muslims #;:ggﬂa[tg;]
central India.! More than 1.2 they were able, while othershave  gre also part of their community. .
million Telugu people live in the remained marginalized in Myanmar. S e
United States, and the 2021 U.S. , . ) Christianity: Christianity has Scripture:

- anguage: Telugu is part of slowly grown in influence among Bible 1854
census revealed that Telugu is the the Dravidian | famil !

. : e Dravidian language family, Telugu people in Myanmar. Early New Testament 1818
fastest growing language in the . ‘e Portions 1812
country, having increased four-fold distantly related to other Christian reports usually grouped
st e’ight Jears between 2016 Dra\{ldlan languages, including Telugu outreach together with Tamil Jesus film: Telugu
2 Tamil and Malayalam. The four work, and churches, schools, and Global Recordings:
and 2024.2The number of Telugu - ) o
main dialects that are spoken medical clinics all operated among Telugu #92

migrating to America has jumped
markedly since the tech boom
of the 1980s and 1990s, with

among the Telugu in India them in Yangon by the early 20th
(Northern, Central, Westernand  century. In 1903, missionaryT.

People ID: 15324

- Southern Telugu) are also believed  llis reported “the total number 2 8 & &2 &°
ary eripIOVeel S TTWOTKOISIN 40 e ysed in Myanmr. of Tamil and Telugu Christians 121:1=1=
Silicon Valley. Among the many o g < o ©
Telugu people who have madea  History: Telugu men began was 1,088, of wh70m 632 were
mark in their adopted country are  migrating to British-controlled communicants.” The Telugu Bible -

Nina Davuluri, who was crowned  Burma for workin the 19th century, hasbeenavailablesince 1854, —Z [-8 = & b
Miss America in 2014, and Satya ~ and by the 1931 census 159,759 but it is nearly impossible to obtain = % “=1=
y i in Myanmar due to the country’s 2K 5 2 =
Nadella, the CEO of Microsoft.? Telugu people were in the country. yan : y £ - 2 8 =
In the beginning, “the role of restrictions on p_rmted matter 5 =2 <
coming from India. [
© Copyright Asia Harvest 2024 For more information please see Endnotes Religious adherence

SOUTH ASIAN, TELUGU



