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OVERVIEW 
Population:  
80,000 in Myanmar  
(2025 Asia Harvest)

Other Countries: 
350,000 in China 
40,000 in Laos 
100 in Thailand

Other Names: 
Dai Mao, Kang, Kong, Mao, Mao Shan, 
Mau, Maw Shan, Northern Shan, Shan 
Tayok, Tai Che, Tai Khe, Tai Mo

Location: 
Shan State: Namkham Township in 
Muse District

Language: 
Shan, Tai Mao [shn]

Dialects: 3

Scripture: 
Portions 1931

Jesus film: 
Shan

Global Recordings: 
Shan, Tai Mao #16589

People ID: 22560

Population  
in Myanmar:	  
80,000 (2025)

Location: 
Shan State

Language Family: 
Kra-Dai

Main Religion: 
Buddhism (99.0%)

Christians: 
800 (1.0%)

Language: Tai Mao, which has 
three dialects, is “linguistically 
related to Tai Nua, but political 
and cultural factors lead them 
to identify with the Shan.”3 The 
Burmese use the name “Shan 
Tayok” to describe the Tai Mao 
people. This term means “Chinese 
Shan.” Although most linguists 
today refuse to acknowledge Tai 
Mao as a distinct vernacular, 
the Christian ministry Global 
Recordings found it necessary to 
produce Gospel audio resources 
specifically in Tai Mao, separate 
from their Shan and Tai Nua 
recordings. The Tai Mao have a 
“square” orthography, which is still 
used in China.

History: The Tai Mao lived at the 
heart of the kingdom of Mong Mao 
that rose to power in the 14th 
century. Other historians believe it 
was founded much earlier, in the 
sixth century. At its greatest extent, 
the Mong Mao kingdom extended 
from the borders of India to China. 
In 1215, the prince of Mong Mao 
“took his 9,000 Tai Mao followers 
and established the Ahom 
kingdom in modern-day Assam, 
India.”4 After generations of 
constant conflict with the powerful 
Chinese and Burmese armies, the 
kingdom disintegrated and faded 
from history in 1444.

Customs: The Tai Mao have a rich 
cultural heritage, but it has been 
obscured in recent decades as 
ethnic conflict has dominated 
the area. Muse District is home 

Location: Boasting a population 
of 80,000 people, the little-
known Tai Mao people live on 
both sides of the border between 
Myanmar’s Shan State and 
China. They primarily live along 
the banks of the Shweli River in 
Namkham Township. To the north, 
approximately 350,000 Tai Mao 
people live in China’s Yunnan’s 
Province. Other Tai Mao live in 
Laos and a small number dwell in 
Thailand after fleeing there in the 
early 1970s. The Tai Mao share 
Namkham Township with people 
from three main ethnic groups: the 
Shan, Kachin, and Palaung. 

Identity: Despite Tai Mao people 
possessing a proud identity and 
their own dialect, they have been 
ignored by Christian researchers 
because of the over-emphasis 
on language that most mission 
organizations place on identifying 
groups, whereas the Bible speaks 
of redeemed people from every 
“tribe and language and people 
and nation.”1 Consequently, many 
unreached groups like the Tai Mao 
have been invisible to the Christian 
world. While linguists list Tai Mao as 
a mere dialect of Shan, a long-term 
missionary said: “The Tai Mao are 
different from the Shan and Tai Nua, 
and they know it. They possess 
a different vernacular, dress, 
and customs, including how they 
construct their houses. Although 
they have their own self-identity, 
they do acknowledge historical 
connections to those groups.”2

to no less than ten different 
insurgent armies that are battling 
the Burmese junta in the current 
civil war.5 In their heyday, “The Tai 
Mao created a calendar and wrote 
books explaining the eclipses of 
the sun and moon. They recorded 
poems and legends, including one 
that told of a cataclysmic flood that 
long ago destroyed most of the 
people and animals of the world. 
Through intermarriage among the 
survivors, the population began 
to multiply so much that soon the 
land could not support the needs 
of so many people.”6

Religion: Although almost all Tai 
Mao people identify as Buddhists, 
like many other groups in the area, 
their faith is intermingled with 
animistic rituals. They “believe in 
several spirits which may cause 
harm and sickness. Those spirits 
must be treated in a proper way, 
but they do not sacrifice any 
animals to them.”7

Christianity: A very small remnant 
of Christians exists among the 
Tai Mao, with most believers 
coming to Christ in the past 20 
years. Although the Shan Bible 
has existed for over 130 years 
and the first Tai Nua Scripture was 
published recently, the Tai Mao 
struggle to understand either script 
and need their own translation. 
Bible portions were translated into 
Tai Mao in 1931 but have been 
unavailable for many decades. The 
Tai Mao remain one of Myanmar’s 
most unreached people groups.
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